
In th is passage Paul  is warning the Colossian church, ’  f i rst ly,  he ta lks about rel ig ious act iv i ty.  Have a
read over verse 16 again,  a l l  of  these elements are issues concerning the old covenant.  Look up the
verses below to see what we mean: 
‘What you eat or dr ink’  -  Levi t icus 11
‘Rel ig ious fest ival ’  -  Levi t icus 23
‘A new moon celebrat ion -  Numbers 10:8-10
‘A Sabbath Day’  -  Levi t icus 23
Jewish readers would have been shocked by Paul  suggest ing this doesn’ t  matter anymore as each of
these ways were the means for bel ievers to show their  devot ion to God. Jewish readers would have
assumed Paul  was just  throwing out these rules because he couldn’ t  be bothered with them or didn’ t  l ike
them, but,  th is is not what Paul  meant.  In verse 17 Paul  says ‘These are a shadow of the th ings that are
to come; the real i ty,  however,  is  found in Chr ist . ’  In other words,  what Paul  is  explaining here is that  once
Jesus came the ‘ terms and condi t ions’  changed, these laws were never intended to be permanent.  They
were only designed to express devot ion to God unt i l  the real i ty in Chr ist  came. Jesus frees us of  laws that
are impossible to fo l low. An example of  th is is in Mark 7:17-23 when Jesus publ ic ly declared that al l
foods were clean. Seeing al l  these connect ions between di f ferent books in the Bible can be real ly
interest ing to f ind out,  th is shows us that the Bible isn’ t  just  a col lect ion of  short  stor ies,  but ,  rather one
story that  al l  connects together.
Now, we don’ t  have these laws today but somet imes we can worry that  i f  we don’ t  read our bibles,  spend
t ime with God and go to church (or l is ten onl ine!)  that  th ings wi l l  go wrong in our l i fe or that  they are
necessary for  our relat ionship to be r ight  wi th Jesus. Paul  is  te l l ing the Colossian church and us today
that our secur i ty in Chr ist  is  dependent solely on what he has done for us,  rather than what we do for him.
We should not judge ourselves (or others) on how much we read the bible,  spend t ime with God or come
to church. This does not mean we shouldn’ t  do these things, they are great ways to grow in our
relat ionship wi th Chr ist  and know Him better,  but  these are not ways to become secure in Chr ist ,  Jesus
already done that on the cross!  The fact  remains the same, we are in Chr ist  and Christ  is  in us,  a status
that is not earned by us,  but  granted.
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Bible  Study:

SOME THOUGHTS

Last week we looked at  Colossians 2:4-15 and
l iv ing a Chr ist- f i l led l i fe.  This week we are moving
onto  Colossians 2:16-23 and looking at   how our
secur i ty is dependent solely on what Chr ist  done
for us,  rather than what we do for him. 
Read our passage today and answer the
quest ions below!
  

Have a think about what you have read.. .
Is what Paul  said encouraging? How so?   
I t  is  very easy to forget that  our secur i ty in Chr ist  is  dependent solely on what he has done for us,  rather than
what we do for him, how do you think you can remind yoursel f  of  th is and been encouraged?


