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Confidence in the Face of Chaos

They say it is an ancient Chinese | T o
curse - ‘May you live in interesting by
times.’ It is used ironically to wish ‘ . .
someone misfortune, implying that st
‘interesting times’ are typically -

times of trouble. No one can
doubt that we live in interesting
times - times of trouble - times of
chaos and conflict.

There is ongoing conflict in the
Middle East between Iran, the
USA and lIsrael.

In addition, there is ongoing war in Ukraine and Sudan and
elsewhere. Then there is the effect that all this is having on the cost
of living. Plus there are all the challenges facing our nation in terms
of the economy, taxation, immigration and defence and a Prime
Minister and government who seem increasingly incapable of rising
to these challenges.

At the time of writing Sir Keir Starmer
is still Prime Minister - but who knows
if this will still be the case at the time of
publication.

These are turbulent times, uncertain
times, frightening times. In such times it
is important to remind ourselves where
we find confidence in the face of so much
chaos.

The Psalms are good for doing this. First of all we are reminded of
where we should not place our confidence. ‘Do not put your trust
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in princes, in human beings, who
cannot save.’ (Psalm 146:3)

Our leaders are sinners just like
us. They are weak and fallible
and increasingly they rely on
human wisdom rather than
seeking God’s wisdom. There
is no help to be found here.
Increasingly they are the cause of the chaos rather than the cure.
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Where is our confidence to be found and in whom should we put
our trust? Psalm 146 goes on to say, ‘Blessed are those whose
help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God.’
(Psalm 146:5)

Still your heart, take a deep breath and then slowly read the words
of Psalm 47 and allow it to give us the heavenly perspective on the
apparent chaos we see on earth,

‘Clap your hands, all you nations;
shout to God with cries of joy.
For the LORD Most High is awesome,
the great King over all the earth.
He subdued nations under us,
peoples under our feet.
He chose our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
God has ascended amid shouts of joy,

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.



Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth;

sing to him a psalm of praise.
God reigns over the nations;

God is seated on his holy throne.
The nobles of the nations assemble

as the people of the God of Abraham,
for the kings of the earth belong to God;

He is greatly exalted.’

We need to focus our eyes beyond and above the chaos and find
fresh confidence in the God who still reigns and who has exalted
His son Jesus as Lord of all.

It is all too easy to despair at the state of our nation and world
and to criticise our leaders. The Bible again offers us a different
perspective. Paul reminds us that ultimately ‘the authorities are
God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.” (Romans
13:6) They will answer to God for how they discharge the
responsibility entrusted to them.

Our calling as God’s people is to pray for them in the challenging
task God has given them. Paul writes to his friend Timothy and the
church in Ephesus, ‘I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives
in all godliness and holiness.” (1 Timothy 1:1-2)

Let me tell you where else | find fresh confidence and renewed



perspective - it is as | join together with God’s people in Railway
Street each Lord’s Day to praise His name and to hear His Word.

During May we will
continue to study
John’s Gospel as
we fix our eyes
§ on Jesus. Then
having reached
the halfway point
of that Gospel we
will take a break
from it and in June,
God willing, we

- _ will begin a short
series on looking at our call to serve in Jesus church particularly
in light of the fact that we will be electing a new Congregational
Committee in September.

| would encourage you to join with us and find fresh confidence in
the face of chaos and together let us, ‘Sing praises to God, sing
praise sing praises to our King ... For God is the King of all the
earth.’ (Psalm 47:6-7)

Yours in His service,
Michael Davidson



SUNDAYS IN MAY
The Word Made Flesh - Studies in John’s Gospel

3rd May

10:30am John 8:31-47 ‘Father Abraham Had Many Sons’
Michael Davidson

6:30pm 1 Kings 19:9-18 ‘The Still Small Voice - Restoration
and Renewal’ Michael Davidson

10th May

10:30am John 8:48-59 ‘The Extraordinary Claim’
Michael Davidson

Soup Lunch

17th May

10:30am John 9:1-13 ‘Il once was blind but now | see’ Part 1
Michael Davidson

24th May

10:30am John 9:13-41 ‘|l once was blind but now | see’ Part 2
Michael Davidson

31st May

10:30am John 10:1-18 ‘I Am the Good Shepherd’
Michael Davidson

Reception of New Members & Communion

Watch online at \\ Telephone Line Service
www.railwaystreet.org 028 9244 8979


http://www.railwaystreet.org

SUNDAYS IN JUNE

Called to Serve

7th June
10:30am Youth Sunday

14th June

10:30am Acts 6:1-7 ‘Called to Serve’ Part 1
Michael Davidson

21st June

10:30am Titus 8:1-13 ‘Called to Serve’ Part 2
Michael Davidson

28th June

10:30am 1 Peter 4:7-11 ‘Called to Serve’ Part 3
Michael Davidson

Sunday morning services are livestreamed at
www.railwaystreet.org

An edited service for those without internet access
is available by telephone line
Tel: 028 9244 8979

Watch online at Q‘ Telephone Line Service
www.railwaystreet.org 028 9244 8979


http://www.railwaystreet.org
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Births

It is with delight that we announce the birth of
Micah Neill, son of John and Alex Neill,
on 29th March 2026

Baptisms
Chloe Louise Woods - 26th April 2026
Daughter of Adam & Rebecca Woods

Bereavements

It is with sadness that we record the deaths of:
William John (Billy) Tease, died 3rd March 2026
William Quinn (Billy) McCullins, died 31st March 2026
Yvonne Elsie Belshaw, died 23rd April 2026

The congregation extends their heartfelt sympathy and prayers
to these families at this time of loss.

Prayer Focus

+ Luke 11:1 “Lord, teach us to pray.”

E As we respond to God’s call to pray may we be
i grounded in the gospel, sustained and shaped by
/ %God’s grace, and kept in step with the Spirit.

\ Thank you Lord for your promises. Help us to
. trust and obey.

Please join us for prayer on
. Monday 18th May and Monday 15th June
= from 8.00 - 9.00pm in the Upper Room




PW meetings 2026 PreSby\Jf\?Jﬁpri

Living for Jesus

Saturday 16 May at 10.30am in Assembly Buildings, Belfast

Presbyterian Women’s Annual Conference

Theme: “Generation to generation” Psalm 79 v13
Speaker: Jo Frost (previously worked for Evangelical Alliance)

This is a ticketed event - please speak to a
member of committee if you require a ticket or
scan QR code on back of Inspire Magazine.

s == iy

Monday 22 Jun at 8pm in the Link

More than ‘Just Desserts’

An evening of fun, food and fellowship.
All ladies of the congregation very welcome.

4 22 "ﬁ WELCOME

28 May - “The Joy of Singin
Brownlee Primary School Choir

25 June - “Summer Special”
Afternoon Tea in the Minor Hall

All meetings are held at 2.30pm in the moy{
and followed by refreshments in the 1*
7]




Congregational Soup Lunch - Sunday 10th May

We hope you have reserved Sunday 10th May in your diaries for
a church family ‘Soup & Bread Lunch’. This will be hosted by 6 of
our Senior and Brigader GB girls who will be venturing out from
Northern Ireland this summer to serve on Exodus teams.

Abigail will be heading off to Serbia, Hannah will be travelling to
South Africa, Alanah and Ella will be returning to Spain, and Emma
and Penelope will be returning to Romania.

They hope
you can join

- ~ them after the
Exodus - church service
, ~ on 10th May

: FundraiSing for a delicious

lunch of tasty
J’ W £m soups, bread
and traybakes
Sunday 10th May 2026 as they fundraise
12.30pm at ~ for the mission
Railway Street Presbyterian work they will

Church ~ be undertaking

4 Teams of 6 GB girls are going to Serbia, South | s BRI CURZ (11
Africa, Spain and Romania this summer .
destinations.

We all hope to
see you there,

Donations can be made by Cash
or Bank Transfer

Railway Street Presbyterian Church

Account; 70227523 ~ Hilary Milligan,

Sort Code: 95-06-79
Use 'GB Exodus' as reference

GB Captain




Railway Street Presbyterian Church
375th Girls Brigade Annual Display

On Thursday 26th March our main hall was packed
with the families and friends of our GB Company for
their 5th Annual Display.

The guests of honour were our Clerk of Session, Stephen
Johnston and his wife Fiona.

The girls and their leaders then presented a very entertaining
programme which was greeted with great enthusiasm and
appreciation by the large audience,

I Following the

| programme Stephen
Johnston shared

g his remarks on the

: = display and then

9 Fiona Johnston
presented the awards
to the members of

. our company.

=~ It is great to see our
GB continuing to
grow and prosper
and we give thanks to God for how girls of all ages continue to
learn what it means to seek, serve and follow Christ.

As a congregation we want to express our sincere thanks
and appreciation to our Captain - Hilary Milligan - and our
enthusiastic and committed team of officers and helpers.

You can read the Captain’s report below.




Girls Brigade Captain’s Report 2026 - Celebrations!

‘This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118 v 24

This year we have great reason to celebrate as we reach the end of
our 5th year of Girls’ Brigade at Railway Street, with an enrolment
of 80 girls aged 3-18 years. We also celebrate the achievement

of all the girls on the floor this evening as they receive badges

and awards which reflect development and achievement across
the 4 main elements of the GB programme - Spiritual, Physical,
Education & Service. Congratulations to all our members who have
attended faithfully and worked hard to achieve their respective
badges.

This year we are awarding our 1st ever Brigader Brooch to Abigail
McCleary - well done Abigail! Congratulations to 2 of our GB
leaders who are on maternity leave: to Lizzy (Explorers’ leader) and
Seth - congratulations on the birth of little Zion and to Rebecca
(Tiny Tots Officer) and Adam - congratulations on the safe arrival of
little Chloe!

This summer we look forward to another GB Officer wedding - our
very best wishes to Joanna (Tiny Tots Officer) as she marries Peter
on 29 July.

We also have 6 of our GB girls heading off on mission teams with
Exodus this summer. Alanah and Ella are going back to Spain,
Emma and Penelope are returning to Romania, Hannah will be
venturing to South Africa and Abigail will be travelling to Serbia.
May God bless and protect each of these leaders and girls at these
very special and formative times in their lives.

GB Scripture

Each section follows a Scripture Programme. Our theme this year



was ‘Meeting Jesus’ where the girls in each section learned about
the many people who met Jesus. Scripture forms a core part of our
weekly GB programme in every section. Thank you to our leaders
for their dedicated preparation of our Scripture.

GB Events

Thank you for your support with GB Week. This year, £1231 was
raised which helps to enhance our weekly programme and cover
GBNI fees and expenses. We are also grateful to everyone who
supported us at our Annual GB/BB Christmas Market, an important
fundraising event and a great social opportunity too. Other
significant dates in our GB calendar this year were Remembrance
Sunday, when some members laid a wreath and also our GB
Enrolment Service in October which took place in Church. We had
an inter-district drumming event with Moira and Drumbo Juniors

in January and then our Juniors, Seniors & Brigaders polished up
their drumming skills again in February. Our Seniors & Brigaders
benefitted from an evening by Made for More last October, and
Explorers visited Nature & Nurture. One of the highlights of the year
for Tiny Tots was the Teddy Bear Hospital. Tiny Tots and Explorers
will be looking forward to an April evening at High Rise & Clip ‘n’
Climb.




In Closing

Just as Jesus taught that there is one body made up of many parts
and that each has its unique role to play, so, in our GB Company,
it takes everyone ‘doing their bit.” Thank you to parents and
grandparents who so faithfully bring your girls to GB, to Joe and
Adeline for ensuring our premises are spotlessly clean, warm and
that we have everything we need, to our church family and faithful
supporters for their ongoing prayer and financial giving, to the
hospitality team for providing refreshments every Thursday when
Tiny Tots & Explorers meet, to our GB leaders, officers and helpers
who meet weekly, showing care and dedication to the girls in our
company and delivering a great programme covering the 4 GB
elements, to Michael for his spiritual encouragement, to Margaret
who so willingly brings our GB resources and uniform to Lisburn
from GBHQ, to my friends and family who assist with many GB
errands and also help annually on display night and to Alan for his
commitment and work with technology (and his patience with me)
to ensure all is in place re our audio-visuals for all our GB events.

‘You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it.’
1 Corinthians 12 v 27

Hilary Milligan
GB Captain




1st Lisburn Boys Brigade News

Master Team Champions!

On 14th March the UK & Ireland final of the
Boys Brigade Master Team competition was
held at Ganaway.

Our team from 1st Lisburn along BV SV/NNE e
i CHRIST'!

with the team from 1st Gran.shaw Km@@@%&

competed against the best in Qﬁ )

England and Scotland

After coming close the previous
2 years there were great
celebrations as 1st Lisburn were
crowned as the 2026 champions.

This was a very special and
historic achievement for 1st
Lisburn BB. A huge well done to
Caleb, Jonathan, Ross and Stephen.

BB Awards - Saturday 11th April

A large crowd of boys and their families &

gathered in the Link and Minor Hall on
11th April for hotdogs and ice cream.
Following this, the awards for 2025/26
were distributed by section in the
church building.

A special mention and congratulations
go to the boys from the Company
Section who were awarded their President’s Badge.




The final awards of the evening were for our six King’s men -
Ant, Caleb, Caleb, Jonathan, Ross and Stephen who received
the first King’s Badges to be awarded since 1951. A great
achievement and a super moment to enjoy.

It has been another enjoyable and blessed year for our
company and we give thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ - the
captain of our salvation - for it.

We also say a huge thank you to our captain David Cleland
and superb team of leaders for their commitment and service.

ADVANCING |
CHRIST” | & ADVANCING
S CHRIST

ADVANIgI"b‘JG . *!# !
e Lg
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CHURCH IN IRELAND

Safeguarding Update

| wanted to take this opportunity to provide an update on what has
been happening regarding Safeguarding across our denomination
over the first part of this year. This has been a very challenging
time but | believe we are now seeing positive, tangible progress to
address the issues we face.

Following the events of November 2025, The Very Rev Dr Richard
Murray returned as Moderator of the General Assembly on 1
December and called two Special General Assembly meetings,
one on 18 December 2025 and a second on 18 February 2026.
As well as providing opportunities for repentance and reflection,
these Assemblies agreed a number of changes to the governance
structures at the centre of our denomination, particularly the
creation of a tripartite leadership made up of the Clerk and Deputy
Clerk of the General Assembly and a new post - Director of
Operations. These roles form the senior leadership team of the
Church and have clear lines of reporting and accountability to the
General Council and General Assembly.

The Northern Ireland Charity Commission (NICC) announced a
statutory enquiry and the PSNI opened an investigation into the
Safeguarding failings within our Church last December. As part of
this, the Church is required to appoint an independent external
panel to undertake a review of Safeguarding. The membership and
terms of reference for this independent panel had to be agreed
with both the NICC and PSNI. The PCI Statutory Investigations
Task Group (of which | am a member)

worked through most of the first \ A1 E
quarter of the year to set this in place. \i IL 1

This is no small task given the scope



of the work involved, the need to find those qualified to undertake
it and the highly confidential nature of the process in bringing

this all together. It is most unfortunate that a small number of
individuals, to further their own ends, decided to use the press and
social media to fill this period of public silence by the Church with
uninformed commentary and unhelpful speculation.

Following approval from both the NICC and PSNI, the Moderator
announced on 27 March that the INEQE Safeguarding Group
would undertake the independent review of PCl Safeguarding. The
review will be led by Jim Gamble QPM with the terms of reference
covering:

e Governance, Accountability and Oversight
e Personnel Suitability and Skills
e Policy and Operational Practice.

The review has begun and it is expected that it will be completed,
with the publication of the findings and all learnings that come from
them, early in 2027. New Safeguarding policies and procedures
have been approved and these will be rolled out, together with
training and support, over coming months. Information is available
on our church website and the PCI website so please refer to this
and ask about anything that you would like additional information
on.

On a personal note, | would like to thank our church family for your
prayers, support and encouragement over the first quarter of the
year when the Statutory Investigations Task Group work was at its
most intense and often felt almost overwhelming. Your care for me
reinforced what a privilege and blessing it is to be member of our
fellowship.

Stephen Johnston, Session Clerk
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Finance Update and Gift Day May 2026 o
Recent improvements in our finances, particularly in ‘
the second half of 2025, have continued into the start s

of 2026 and may well lead to a “break-even” position
for the incoming year, although continuing inflation ‘
particularly on our energy costs will likely effect the

overall outcome as the ongoing conflicts in the Middle

East continue. As always we are grateful for the FWO giving from
all of our contributing families, whether part of our church for many
years or having joined us recently, and to those who have already
increased their regular giving in recent months. The Bank Details
for the Church Accounts, to enable you to set up Standing Orders
for regular payments, are included at the end of this summary for
your convenience.

As we approach our next Gift Day on the 17 May, | am pleased to
report the Property account is now in a healthier position having
cleared all the contractor’s fees and has been able to cover costs
such as repairs to our buildings following the winter storms and
eradicating woodworm in the organ. The bi-annual Gift Day has so
far been very successful in achieving funds to meet the monthly
repayments on the Loan Account which are currently just shy of
£6,000 per month; although any future reductions in interest rates
would reduce this figure.




You can give to the Link “Gift Day” using the special envelopes
that will be available. Please make any cheques payable to
“Railway Street Presbyterian Church” and, if you are a tax payer,
remember to include your name, address and FWO number so
that the church can claim Gift Aid of 25% on your gift.

You can also give to the “Gift Day” by bank transfer to the
Property Account.

FWO and United Appeal giving is via the main bank account
(details below). The 2026 target for United Appeal has increased to
£13,375 but we remain on course to meet this again as we have
done consistently in the past.

Bank Details for Standing Orders or direct payments are as below:

Property Account

Account Name: Railway Street Presbyterian Church

Sorting Code: 950361

Account Number: 61042858

Reference: Please use your FWO number (and/or your name)

Giving to Free Will Offering and United Appeal is via the main
Account

Account Name: Railway Street Presbyterian Church

Sorting Code: 950361

Account Number: 91026178

Reference: Please ref FWO or UA with your number and/or name

Many Thanks
Gordon Wallace, RSPC Treasurer
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Following Christ, Serving the Community

Revision of Elders’ Districts

Our church family, along with more than 500 others across

the whole island of Ireland, is part of the Presbyterian Church

in Ireland. This means that each local Presbyterian church is
governed by a Kirk Session which is made up of the Teaching Elder
(Minister) and a number of Ruling Elders. The Kirk Session has

a number of responsibilities, including spiritual oversight of, and
pastoral care for, the church family.

One of the ways that elders take responsibility for pastoral care

in Railway Street is through the allocation of an elder to a specific
group of people or organisation, part of the ministry of the church
or to those who belong to our church who live in a particular area
(a district). In Railway Street, each district is assigned a Ruling
Elder to ensure that those in that district receive appropriate
pastoral care. It is important to remember that there is not a ‘one
size fits all’ approach to pastoral care with a regular personal visit
being best for some while other options, such as a periodic phone
call or occasional catch up over coffee, are better for others.

The Kirk Session reviews the size and allocation of elders’ districts
periodically to ensure that our pastoral care is as effective as it

can be. We decided to do that this year as our church family has
changed considerably since the last review was completed in 2021.

The elders’ districts have been revised and, from April 2026, are as
follows.



District Elder

Area Covered

A David Artt Lower Pond Park Road East &
Antrim Road East

B  Maurice Gowdy Greater Laurelhill

C Alan Wall Lower Antrim Road West

D  Gordon Lindsay Mid Pond Park Road East

E  Gordon Wallace Upper Pond Park East

F  Diarmid Finnegan Upper West Pond Park Road /
Ballymacash

Ivan Woods Central Lisburn & Magheralave

H  Aaron Curragh Harmony Hill, Hilden and Lower
Belsize Road

| Bryan Nelson Greater Saintfield Road, Plantation
and Ballentine Village

J Jean Murray Greater Hillsborough Road &
Blaris

K Samuel Mitchell Greater Knockmore

L lan Barron Old Warren

M  Daniel Nelson Royal Hillsborough & Maze

N  Adam Woods Lambeg, Upper Belsize Road
area, Dunmurry & Belfast

O John McCleary Outlying Families (that is, areas
not covered above)

P  Deaconess / Minister Private Nursing Homes and

Residential Accommodation




If your elder is changing, your new and former elders will agree
between them how best to make this change for you.

In addition to these districts, Kirk Session appointed Charlie
Hadjiev as the elder responsible for pastoral care for our young
people studying away from home at University in Great Britain.

We are grateful to Charlie for using his experience working in
tertiary education, as well as with the International Fellowship of
Evangelical Students (IFES), to help support these members of our
church family.

Election of new Congregational Committee

In the Presbyterian system of church government, the spiritual
affairs of the local congregation are managed by the Kirk
Session and the church finances and property are managed by
the Congregational Committee.

Periodically the qualified voting members of the local
congregation elect Ruling Elders who are ordained and installed
to their role by the local Presbytery.

Elections for membership of the Congregational Committee
are normally held every three years, with the last election

in our congregation having been in early 2023. As a result,
we are due to hold an election for a new Congregational
Committee this year and want to express our thanks to our
outgoing Committee for their faithfulness in undertaking their
responsibilities.

In Paragraph 61, the Code (the constitution and governance
document of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland) sets out two
options for electing a Congregational Committee. Kirk Session
considered these two options at our meeting in March this year




and agreed that we would use Option 2 for our forthcoming
committee election.

Under this Option, a list of qualified voting members will

be drawn up and published. A qualified voting member

is @ communicant member of the congregation who has
contributed to Freewill Offering during the previous financial
year. Any new Communicant member who has joined and
contributed to Freewill Offering during the current financial
year is also a qualified voting member. It is intended that the
qualified voter list will be drawn up and published by 7 June
2026. Members of the congregation then have two weeks to
make any objections to those included on, or omitted from,
the qualified voters list. These objections must be made in
writing to the Minister. Assuming all goes as planned, the
qualifying voters list will be finalised and approved by 28 June.

On the first two Sundays of September, it will be announced
to the congregation that an election to the Congregational
Committee will take place. In this announcement, qualified
voters are asked to propose, in writing to the Session Clerk,
names of qualified voters for consideration by the Kirk
Session as members of the congregational committee. All
qualified voters so nominated will be considered by Kirk
Session, regardless of the number of times a qualified voter is
proposed. Thus, a person nominated by two qualified voters
will be considered on the same basis as a person nominated
by fifty qualified voters.

At its meeting on 14 September, Kirk Session will prepare a
list of up to 20 qualified voters who have been duly nominated
and have agreed to allow their name to go forward to the
congregation. This list will be read to the congregation on




20 and 27 September. After morning worship on 4 October, a
congregational meeting will be held. At this meeting, a poll of
the qualified voters attending shall be taken by secret ballot

in respect of each person on the list, who shall be deemed
elected if two-thirds of those who vote are in favour of them. It
is planned that we will have a congregational lunch that Sunday
to allow the votes to be counted and the result announced to
those present. The result will then be announced again the
following Sunday (11 October) and the new Congregational
Committee will hold its initial meeting on 12 October.

We believe that using this option provides our congregation
with the best way of ensuring that we have a Committee
elected with the blend of necessary skill and experience
across the range of areas that we need. These areas include
financial management, accounting, civil engineering, mechanical
engineering, information technology, project management,
health & safety, practical property maintenance and general
business administration. We are very fortunate that we have
people within our church family who not only have the desired
skills and experience but are willing to use them in the work of
God’s Kingdom in Railway Street.

Our Minister intends to preach a short series of sermons on
electing the Congregational Committee in June and | am happy
to answer any questions you have on the election process. We
ask that all our members remember this election process in
prayer asking that God will raise up the people of His choosing
to serve on our new Congregational Committee.

Stephen Johnston

Session Clerk




Wexford minister says ‘thank you’

Rev David Curran, who is leading a special project of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland (PCI), to reimagine its ministry to
Wexford town and the surrounding area, has thanked everyone
who came to last Wednesday’s Service of Thanksgiving and
Dedication. The special service was held to mark a fresh start for
the old Presbyterian Church building on Anne Street.

“We had a great night, and | think we had nearly 60 people come
along, including colleagues from dlf'ferent denomlnatlons and |
would like to thank everyone 2
who took the time to be
there. For some it isn’t always
easy to walk in to a place of

worship for the first time, but & =

“APLACEOF
PRAYERFOR

for those who did, | hope they §ill L
found a warm welcome, and
we will see them again.

“The Service marked the end
of the beginning really. With
the refurbishment completed
making the place more people
friendly, we are now properly
open for business. | preached
on Matthew 11, which | thought would be an appropriate message,
when Jesus invited people to come to him. Matthew records Jesus
saying, ““Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and |
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for |
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’

“It paints a beautiful picture of Jesus with his arms open wide,
welcoming people to himself. We are called to imitate Jesus,



and this is the kind of church we want to be. No hiding behind
the gates, a place that is part of the community and serves the
community, as we preach the Gospel in word and deed.”

Built in 1840, for over 180 years ‘ ’ "‘
Wexford Presbyterian Church -
served the Presbyterian family _ -

in the town, and surrounding
area, as the only Presbyterian
church in the county, closing in
2023. In September 2024 one
of PCI’s central councils, the
Council for Mission in Ireland,
appointed Rev Curran to lead
the Wexford Presbyterian
Development project to develop
a fresh vision and a new way of
doing ‘church’ in the town.

Talking about the future, Rev David Curran said that the challenge
now was to live up to the things that they said they would do. “It is
exciting and challenging at the same time. Having rededicated the
building to the service of God and the people of Wexford, the work
really begins in earnest. We have our Sunday Service at 10.30am
and a Bible study at the Manse on a Thursday evening. Shortly, we
will also be starting a course called Christianity Explored.

“It will be open to everyone and really does what it says on the

tin, as it helps people find out more about what Christianity is all
about. It is for the kind of person | was speaking to on Wednesday
evening, who was wondering out loud if there was more to life
than they were experiencing. The simple answer to that is that with
Jesus, the answer is ‘yes!’”



SUNDAYS AT RAILWAY STREET

MORNING SERVICE 10.30am (live streamed)
BEGINNERS - No. 31

KIDS - Upper Room

JUNIOR YOUTH - The Board Room

EVENING SERVICE 6.30pm (1st Sunday of the month)
SENIOR YOUTH - Upper Room, 6.30pm-8.30pm

BOYS’ BRIGADE (Sept to April)

Monday - Company Section 7.30pm-9pm
Tuesday - Anchor Boy Section 6.30pm-7.30pm &
Junior Section 7.15pm-8.30pm

GIRLS' BRIGADE (Sept to April)
Thursdays: Tiny Tots & Explorers - 6pm-7pm
Juniors, Seniors & Brigaders - 7.30pm-9pm

PRAYER FOCUS
3rd Monday of each month 8pm-9pm in the Upper Room

BIBLE DISCOVERY (Sept - April)
1st & 3rd Thursday each month at 10.45am - No.31

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS (Sept - June)
Tues & Wed fortnightly 8pm-9.30pm in various homes

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (Sept - June)
4th Monday of each month at 8pm - Minor Hall

422 (Sept - June)
4th Thursday of each month at 2.30pm - Minor Hall

THE LINK UP
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the Link



